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Disclaimer 
 

This report has been prepared without formal editing, as a service to exporters and industries 
in developing countries by the Market News Service (MNS), Division of Market Development, 
International Trade Centre.The Joint Agency of the World Trade Organization and The United 
Nations. 
 
No part of this report may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, without prior permission in writing from the International Trade Centre. 
 
The mention of specific companies or of certain commercial products and brand names does 
not imply that they are endorsed or recommended by ITC in preference to others of a similar 
nature that are not mentioned. 
The designations employed and the presentation of material on the map do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the International Trade Centre 
concerning the legal status of any Country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
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Essential Oils & Oleoresins, EU and US Market Report 
 
 
             Report prepared for ITC’s Market News Service by: 
 EU markets: Mr. Steve Caiger (steve.caiger@highvaluehorticulture.com)  
             US markets: Ms. Kerry Hughes (kerry@ethnopharm.com) 
 
 

Issue Number 1, March 2009 
 
 
The Market News Service of the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO (ITC) provides 
timely and detailed price and market information on selected primary and semi-processed 
products of particular interest to developing countries and economies in transition. Regular 
access to such information is vital to companies deciding when and where they should sell or 
buy products on international markets. MNS thus aims to serve as a market intelligence tool, 
to enable developing countries realize their full income potential through global trade 
expansion. MNS does not act as a broker and is exclusively an information service with the 
objective of improving market transparency and encouraging price and quality competition for 
the benefit of all market players. 
 
MNS’ team of product specialists draws its information from a network of correspondents in 
many countries worldwide, collecting up-to-date data on wholesale prices paid for specific 
products, supply and demand trends, and economic, climatic and legislative information that 
can affect the short-term market situation of particular products. MNS' information providers 
include major importers, exporters, manufacturers, wholesalers, and governmental 
organizations. We continuously encourage and welcome new sources of information. Should 
you be interested in becoming an information provider and contributing to MNS' efforts to 
improve market transparency and facilitate trade, please contact us at mns@intracen.org. 
 
For more information about the report and the Market News Service, please contact 
mns@intracen.org or visit our website on http://www.intracen.org/mns 
 
 

No part of these reports may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in 
any form or by any means without the prior permission of the MNS/ITC Geneva. 

 
Copyright © MNS/ITC 2008. All rights reserved 
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Market Trends 
 

EU Markets 
 
The following comments were collected from the trade on the supply of oils to the markets: 
 
Citrus Oils – Orange, Mandarin, Lemon, 
Lime 
General crop and supply levels seem 
reasonable, and pricing remains relatively 
stable. 
 
Eucalyptus Oil 
Demand continues strong, and supply is 
quite tight, resulting in firm prices. 
 
Mint oils 
Piperita prices continue to weaken from 
previous highs as demand is affected by 
the weakening economic situation and 
dealers reduce stock levels. 
 

Lemon Oil 
Finally some signs of weakening in the 
lemon oil market as Mediterranean crop 
volumes look good, and the US forecast 
reported to be 16% higher than last year.  
Actual production levels for lemon oil will 
depend on demand in the higher priced 
fresh fruit market. 
 
Coriander Oil 
Demand continues to weaken although 
producers are resisting lower prices. 
 
Patchouli Oil 
Prices are now well off the highs of 2008 
and this should encourage buyers and 
users back into the market. 

Other Markets 
 
Cardamom Oil 
Guatemala's total production of cardamom 
expected for the 2008-09 season 
decreased by 15% resulting in higher than 
normal prices. A Guatemalan cardamom 
producer reported that the cardamom 
season, which usually lasts from 
September to April ended in February this 
year resulting on a scarcity of raw material 
on the local market.  
 
With Madagascar’s political upheaval this 
quarter, trade with Madagascar in 
essential oils has been reported to be 
difficult if not completely halted, reported 
one Malagasy essential oil producer.  
 
Mandarin 
Mandarin essential oil prices are 
reportedly better this quarter, as last year 
there was a major crop failure, but prices 
are predicted to reduce by about 20%. 
 
Bergamot oil 
A new crop of Bergamont is starting now 
which was reported at about 75 tons 

compared to the 50 tons of last year’s 
crop. The result is a prediction that the 
prices will stay high, as a normal average 
production for Bergamont is about 100 
tons, and a good year for the Bergamont 
crop is considered to produce 120 tons of 
oil. 
 
Boronia absolute oil 
Although few changes have been noted 
from the previous quarter’s report, one US 
oil distributor reported getting a lot of 
inquiries for Boronia Absolute, yet not 
being able to find any due to a failed crop.  
 
Lemongrass and Citronella oils 
In Uganda, the production of conventional 
quantities of Lemongrass and Citronella 
oils is normal, reported one information 
provider, but remain in low volumes of 
around 100kg every six months.  One 
distributor noted that quality remained a 
concern due to contamination incidences 
involving the two oils. However, 
commitment to tackle this is real and 
positive. 
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Country Focus 
Zambia 

 
The production of organic essential oils in Zambia – The Experience of Arulussa Ltd – 
Chisamba Valley Essential Oils  
 
The following note was written by Peter Aagaard, and gives the recent history of attempts to 
develop an essential oil sector in Zambia.  The note is written on the basis of the direct 
personal involvement and practical experience of Peter Aagaard in this work, and details the 
lessons learned. 
 
1.  Arulussa’s Experience 
 

 
Harvesting Tea Tree 
 
Arulussa Ltd was established in 1996 to 
grow and process essential oils and plant 
fragrances for the aromatherapy and 
natural body care trade in Europe and 
South Africa. The farm of 150 hectares is 
situated on the Great North Road 75kms 
north of Lusaka. Zambia is a landlocked 
country and the shareholders were 
interested in investing in an enterprise that 
offered an opportunity to export products 
that had a relatively high value in relation 
to volume. At this time concessional 
financing was being offered by various 
donors to support and diversify Zambia’s 
agricultural exports mainly fresh 
horticultural products and flowers.  
 
The shareholders, all British but with long 
experience in farming in Africa and 
Zambia in particular, had no experience in 
the extremely complex and secretive 
essential oil and fragrance industry. The 
initial investment revolved around the 

production of rose absolutes utilizing the 
R134a phytonics process developed by Dr 
Peter Wilde in Yorkshire as an alternative 
to Hexane extraction. A prototype 
extractor was manufactured in the UK and 
over a period of 3 years 28 hectares of 
‘Damask type’ and Alba roses were 
established. Melissa was also established 
and phytols from both these crops 
produced. Being one of the first prototypes 
the extraction plant suffered a number of 
technical problems including low 
throughput and solvent leakages and the 
unit proved too expensive and complicated 
to operate.  Pest pressures on the Roses 
particularly red spider mite were severe. 
Equally important was the fact that the 
products had a different signature to those 
accustomed by the trade and interest was 
minimal. Modest sales to some 
aromatherapy companies were achieved 
but after 4 years of experimentation the 
project was shelved.  Steam distillation of 
roses with a relatively crude still 
manufacture in Zambia was also 
attempted with little success.  
 
In 2002, the company was approached to 
grow organically certified T-Tree by 
Earthoil’s Ltd who had established 6 
commercial growers in Zimbabwe. These 
farmers had recently been driven off their 
land and Earthoil was looking for 
alternative suppliers. Arulussa invested in 
an Australian steam plant and distillation 
of 9 hectares of T-tree continues to this 
day with yields of 250kgs of oil/ha being 
achieved during the current harvest.  At 
this time the company also experimented 
with a number of alternative essential oil 
crops including Sweet Marjoram, Lemon 
Grass, Sweet Basil, Lavender and 
Bourbon Geraniums. In terms of suitability 
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to the local climate, marketability and 
profitability only T-Tree and Marjoram 
proved viable.  

 
Geranium, growing vigorously 
 
In 2003, the company decided to engage 
in the production of soaps and other 
simple body care products for sale in local 
supermarket outlets. Small areas of 
Lemon Grass, Lavender and Geranium 

are maintained to support this activity, 
which has proved moderately successful.     
 Our experience to date can be summed 
up as follows. Essential oil production 
should never be engaged in as a green 
field stands alone activity. Zambia had no 
previous experience in growing essential 
oil crops and all the R&D had to be done 
in-house at considerable expense. Market 
opportunities should be exhaustively 
researched before any substantial 
investment is made. In our experience 
essential oils are not particularly profitable 
and markets are extremely fickle. In 
Zambia there are many conventional 
farming enterprises that can out-perform 
the production of essential oils. Traders in 
general are not interested in supporting 
producers, preferring to purchase oils from 
the cheapest sources. Many also have 
longstanding agreements with historical 
suppliers and disfavor new entrants. This 
is understandable as the industry is littered 
with growers who for numerous reasons 
have failed to deliver.  

 
 
2.  Essential Oil Production in Zambia  
 
In 1999, the Organic Producers and 
Processors Association of Zambia 
((OPPAZ) was established with donor 
funding to develop opportunities for the 
production of organically certified crops 
including essential oils. In the beginning 
emphasis was placed on encouraging 
satellite production by small-scale farmers 
linked to commercial growers, mostly well-
established commercial farmers. Success 
has been limited. With the exception of 
honey production arising from beekeepers  
occupying pristine woodland in northern 
Zambia, the conversion of small-scale 
farmers to certified organic production is 
extremely difficult. Smallholders are 
generally poor, food insecure, have limited 
areas of land which are allocated for food 
production. In addition they do not 
possess title deeds and are unable to 
access seasonal finance.   
 
The production of essential oil crops by 
smallholders is virtually impossible due to 
condition of roads in rural areas, the 
logistics required deliver fresh biomass for 
central distillation and the risks involved 
for both the satellite out-growers and 
processors. Smallholders would  

 
 
 
 

 
A field of young lavender plants 
 
have to be paid cash on delivery whereas 
the processor/exporter would have to wait 
up to 6 months to be paid and absorb any 
risks arising from fluctuating market prices.  
No attempts to establish the outgrower 
model for essential oil production have 
been pursued in Zambia.  
 
In 2000 there were 4 small-scale essential 
oil producers in the country today there 
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are is only Arulussa Ltd.  OPPAZ still 
depends on donor funding as membership 

subscriptions are inadequate to finance 
the operating costs of the association. 

 
 

 
Geranium and other herbs, under sprinkler irrigation 
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Suppliers of Equipment 
Africa 

 
 
The distillation and extraction industry in Africa is relatively small and localised outside of the 
North African centers of Egypt and Morocco, and Southern Africa (South Africa, Swaziland).  
New entrants to the industry can find it hard to identify suppliers of equipment (stills, 
condensers, extractor vessels etc) in stainless steel, steam boilers, and other necessary 
materials (drums, jugs, filter papers etc).   
 
The development of the industry in Africa would benefit greatly if there was greater sharing of 
information on the location of suppliers.  New entrants would find it easier to identify 
necessary suppliers, and the concentration of orders on particular suppliers would encourage 
the development of skills and expertise – this is particularly necessary in the areas of 
fabrication of stainless steel vessels and condensers. 
 
Some contacts of companies involved in the manufacture of distillation/extraction equipment 
or the capability to do so (primarily the capability to work with stainless steel) or supply of 
materials based in East Africa are given below.   
 
 
The Newsletter would welcome information from Readers on other suppliers of 
relevant equipment and materials from all regions of Africa, so that the listing can be 
expanded.  Please send any information to mns@intracen.org.  
 
 
The contacts are provided as a service only.  NO RECOMMENDATION IS IMPLIED. 
 
 
 
1. MANUFACTURE OF STAINLESS STEEL DISTILLATION EQUIPMENT: 
 
ASL – Heavy Fabrication Division 
Mombassa Road 
PO Box 18639-00500 
Nairobi.  Kenya 
Tel: +254 20 821567/820296/820394 
Fax: +254 20 820169/651893 
murali@asl.ramco-group.com 
Attn: Mr Ve Balamurali, General Manager 
 
Warren Enterprises Ltd 
PO Box 8251 
Nairobi.  Kenya 
Tel: +254 20 8561 932/3/4 
Fax: +254 20 8561 013 
Attn: Mr S Ramaswamy, Managing Director 
 
Morris Steel & Company 
Mogadishu Road 
PO Box 18310 
Nairobi.  Kenya 
Tel: +254 20 533 627 
Attn:  General Manager 
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Societe Aris Trading 
Lot VB 81X Ambatoroka 
101-Antananarivo.  Madagascar 
Tel: +261 20 24 264 96 
Fax: +261 20 22 290 24 
aristrading@freenet.mg 
Attn: Mr James Davidson 
 
ATICOM 
Lot IT 91A Itaosy 
102 Antananarivo – Atsimondrano.  Madagascar 
Tel: +261 32 07 744 34 
morasatajosoa@yahoo.fr 
Attn: Josoa Andriamorasata 
 
EDESA 
PO Box 123  
Riebeek Kasteel 7306 
Western Cape.  South Africa 
Tel: +27 (82) 334 3324 
info@edesa.co.za 
Attn: Werner Bester 
Manufacture of distillation equipment and sales of used equipment. 
 
BENCO PLANT & ENGINEERING (PTY) Ltd 
159 Van Eeden Crescent, Rosslyn, Karin Park 
P O Box 59. Pretoria, Gauteng. South Africa 
Tel: +27 (12) 541-0398 
Fax: +27 (12) 541-0399 
Attn: Sloam Durbach 
Manufacturer of distillation equipment and steam boilers 
 
POWERSAVE 
PO Box 699 
Hilton 3245.  South Africa 
Tel (cell): +27 82 493 8670 
Fax: +27 33 34 33 755 
Attn: Greg Rowe 
gregrowe@telcomsa.net 
Manufacture of steam distillation plants 
 
Henry S Komar & Associates CC 
2 Hebel Road, Roodepoort, Gauteng, South Africa 
Postal address: PO Box 994, Honeydew 2040, South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 760 2718 
Fax: +27 11 760 1079 
Attn: Stan Kumar, CEO 
info@komar.co.za; sales@komar.co.za 
www.komar.co.za 
Manufacture of stainless steel distillation and processing equipment.  Also sales of  
secondhand equipment. 
 
 
2. SUPPLIERS OF STEAM BOILERS 
 
ARTICOM 
Lot IT 91A Itaosy 
102 Antananarivo – Atsimondrano.  Madagascar 
Tel: +261 32 07 744 34 
morasatajosoa@yahoo.fr 
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Attn: Josoa Andriamorasata 
ARTICOM make a simple, low pressure, wood fired steam boiler. 
 
Boiler Consortium Africa (BCA) Ltd 
PO Box 60780. Nairobi. Kenya 
Tel: +254 20 557837/ 536793/ 4349310 
Tel: +254 722 750131/ 703511/ 
Fax: +254 20 735 331177 
Barry Corlines 
info@boilersafrica.com 
www.boilersafrica.com 
BCA design, manufacture and commission boilers, included wood fired steam boilers, and are 
agents for Riello in East Africa. 
 
Combustion Technology South Africa 
PO Box 30047. Tokai, 7966 Cape Town, South Africa 
Tel: +27 21 715 3171 
Fax: +27 21 715 6297 
www.combustiontechnology.co.za 
Combustion Technology are the exclusive Southern African distributors of Riello burners and 
Garioni Naval Boilers. 
 
BENCO PLANT & ENGINEERING (PTY) Ltd 
159 Van Eeden Crescent, Rosslyn, Karin Park 
P O Box 59. Pretoria, Gauteng. South Africa 
Tel: +27 (12) 541-0398 
Fax: +27 (12) 541-0399 
Attn: Sloam Durbach 
Manufacturer of distillation equipment and steam boilers 
 
CAPE BOILER 
16 Natal Street, Parden Island, Cape Town, South Africa 
Tel: +27 21 511 6652 
Fax: +27 511 4415 
Attn: Mr Nic Kellerman 
 
Firetech Boilers Pvt Ltd 
FIRETECH HOUSE, No.211, 2nd Cross, 38th Main,  
B.T.M Layout, 2nd Stage, Bangalore   560 068.  India 
Tel: +91-80-6683686;  Fax: +91-80-6683921 
Email:  firetech@vsnl.net 
Manufacture of wood fired steam boilers.  Indian manufacturer, but has supplied boilers to 
Africa. 
 
 
3. SUPPLIERS OF MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
 
(a) Forklift trucks/pallet trucks 
 
Forktruck Solutions 
16 Kiewiet Close, Okavango Park, Brackenfel 7560, Cape Town. South Africa 
Postal address:  PO Box 3221, Durbanville 7551. South Africa 
Tel: +27 21 982 1142 and +27 21 981 2649;  
Cell: +27 83 2848 557 
Fax: +27 21 982 1141 
Attn: Dirk van der Westhuizen 
dirk@forktrucksolutions.co.za 
www.forktrucksolutions.co.za 
Sales and rental of new and used forklift trucks.  Also pallet jacks/stackers and range of other 
warehouse equipment. 
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(b) Hoists and lifting equipment 
 
Blue Cranes, 
Crane House, 10 Mansell Road, Killarney Gardens, Minerton, Cape Town, South Africa 
Postal address:  PO Box 702, Melkbosstrand 7437. South Africa 
Tel: +27 21 556 0498/9 
Fax: +27 21 556 0486 
Attn: Mr Kobus Steyn 
joseph@bluecranes.co.za 
www.bluecranes.co.za 
Manufactures full range of hoists, beam girder cranes and lifting equipment.  Sole supplier of 
Liftket electric chain hoists and wire rope hoist units.  Repairs and spare parts supply service. 
Supply of associated slings, chains, blocks etc. 
 
(c)  Essential oil drums: 
Greif supply a range of steel and coated drums, and are present in 45 countries around the 
world. 
 
Greif Kenya Ltd 
Box9036 - Unga Street 
Shimanzi – Mombasa.  Kenya 
Tel: +254 41 2495591 
Fax: +254 41 2494038  (Attn:  Pascal Wanyonyi) 
 pascal.wanyonyi@greif.co.ke 
 
Greif Nigeria Ltd 
Apapa, Nigeria  
Phone +234 (01) 587 0866  
Fax +234 (01) 587 3084 (Attn: Olukunle Obadina) 
vanleer@linkserve.com.ng 
 
Greif South Africa Ltd 
Vanderbijlpark, South Africa  
Phone +27 (0) 16 930 1100  
Fax +27 (0) 16 930 1106  (Attn: Carl Williams) 
carl.williams@grief.com 
Website:  www.greif.co.za  
 
Greif Mozambique 
Maputo. Mozambique 
Phone +258 21 720153 
Fax +258 21 720724 
vanleer@vironn.com 
 
Greif Egypt 
Cairo, Egypt  
Phone +20 2588 1110  
Fax +20 2593 3889 (Attn: Ayman Korra) 
E-mail: koracons@link.com.eg  
 
 
Greif Algeria 
Arzew, Algeria 
Phone + 213 41473723 / + 213 41473724 
Fax + 213 41473730  (Attn: Mohamed Gherbi) 
Mohamed.Gherbi@Greif.com 
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Price Information 
                                  US Markets 

Price indications collected from the markets within the US are given for a range of essential 
oils, below. Prices are FOB from country of origin, and quoted in US Dollars, unless otherwise 
indicated, and if there are volume indications they are quoted in parentheses. These price 
quotes were taken mostly from medium-small sized importers, or small producers.  As this 
news service develops, a broader sampling for pricing will be conducted, as well as for a 
larger number of products. 
 
 
Spice Oils 
 

Spice  Variety Prices /kg 
Carvacrol 99.5-0/0 China $ 18 CIF (5 tons) 
Cinnamon Bark Madagascar $ 165 (10 kg and more) 
Cinnamon Bark Madagascar $ 160 (50 kg and more) 
Cinnamon Bark  Madagascar  $ 230 (25 liter min)  
Cassia (traditional distilled) Chinese $ 16 CIF (5 Tons) 
Ginger, fresh Madagascar $ 240 (10 kg and more) 
Ginger, fresh Madagascar $ 229 (50 kg and more) 
Ginger, fresh  Madagascar $ 148 (25 liter min.) 
Cardamom Guatemalan $ 275 
Tumeric, Fresh Madagascar $ 140 (25 liter min) 
 
 
Herbs Oils 
 

Spice  Variety Prices per kg 
Natural Camphor China $  13 CIF (3 Ton) 
Humulene Indonesia $ 3 CFR (1 Ton Lots) 
Menthol BP/USP Indian $ 14 CIF (1FCL) 
Basil  India $ 14 CFR (1 Ton) 
Thymus vulgaris (similar to 
Spanish Thymus zygis) 

EU $  68 CFR (1 Ton) 

Linalool  Brasil 17 CFR (Ton lots) 
Dillweed 36-0/0 EU $ 64 CFR (1 Ton) 
Origanum 60-0/0 EU $ 61 CFR (1 Ton) 
Origanum 70-0/0 EU $ 64 CFR (1 Ton) 
 
 
Citrus Oils 
 

Spice  Variety Prices per kg 
Citrus terpenes (D’limonene) Brasil $ 2 CFR (1 FCL) 
Natural Gamma-Terpinene  
(97-0/0) 

China $ 35 CIF (1Ton) 

Grapefruit Terpenes US $ 3 Ex Store (30,000 k) 
Lime Terpenes Brasil $ 12 (6 Drums) 
Orange FCC Brasil $ 2 CFR (1 FCL)
Orange terpenes Brasil $ 2 CFR (1 FCL) 
Orange, Valencia US $ 3 Ex Store (5,400 K) 
Tangerine Terpenes US $ 4 Ex Store (720 K) 
Tangerine Chinese $ 18 CIF (20 Drums) 
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Perfumery Oils 

Spice  Variety Prices /kg 
Balsam of Peru El Salvador $ 7/lb CFR (10 Drums) 
Cananga Indonesian $ 76 CFR (3 Drums) 
Citronella China $ 9 (1FCL) 
Cochin ginger India $ 99 CIF AIR (300 kgs) 
Davana (47-0/0 Davone) Indian $ 550 CIF AIR (25 kgs) 
Davana (54-0/0 Davone) Indian $ 425 CIF AIR (50 kgs) 
Davana (50-0/0 Davone) Indian $ 575 CIF AIR (50 kgs) 
Geranium Madagascar $ 189 (25 liter min) 
Ylang complete Madagascar $ 160 (less than 10 kgs) 
Ylang complete Madagascar $ 155 (10-50 kgs) 
Geranium Madagascar $ 229 (less than 10 kgs) 
Geranium Chinese $ 100 CIF (1 Ton) 
Katrafay Madagascar $ 125 (less than 10 kgs) 
Katrafay Madagascar $ 115 (10-50 kgs) 
Patchouli (min 32-0/0) Indonesian $ 38 CFR (10 Drums) 
Ravensara aromatica Madagascar $ 85 (less than 10 kgs) 
Ravensara aromatica Madagascar $ 80 (10-50 kgs) 
Eucalyptus citriodora  Madagascar  $ 16 (25 liter min)  
Eucalyptus citriodora Madagascar $ 43 (less than 10 kgs) 
Eucalyptus citriodora Madagascar $ 37 (10-50 kgs) 
Eucalyptus citriodora Brasil $ 11-14 CFR (5 tons) 
Eucalyptol (99.5—0/00) China $ 9 CIF (1 FCL) 
Iary (Psiadia altissima) Madagascar $ 78 (less than 10 kgs) 
Iary (Psiadia altissima) Madagascar $ 65 (10-50 kgs) 
Issa (Rhus taratana) Madgascar $ 100 (less than 10 kgs) 
Issa (Rhus taratana) Madagascar $ 88 (10-50 kgs) 
Massoia Bark (C12 Min.30-0/0) Indonesia $ 145 CFR AIR (500 kg) 

Massoia Bark (67% Lactone 
C10/20% Lactone C12)) 

Indonesia $ 290 CFR AIR (100 kg) 

Massoia Bark (47% Lactone 
C10/36% Lactone C12)) 

Indonesia $ 155 CFR AIR (350 kg) 

Niaouli var. viridiflora Madagascar $ 35 (less than 10 kgs) 
Niaouli var. viridiflora Madagascar $ 30 (10-50 kgs) 
Niaouli var. viridiflora Madagascar $ 25 (100 kg and up) 
Palmarosa Indian $ 20 CFR (10 Drums) 
Patchouli (32% Patchoulii)  Indonesia $ 38 CFR (ton lots) 
Red Ginger Indonesian $ 98 CFR (3 Drums) 
Ravintsara (Cinnamomum 
camphora) 

Madagascar $ 130 (25 liter min) 

Ravintsara (Cinnamomum 
camphora) 

Madagascar $135 (less than 10 kgs) 

Ravintsara (Cinnamomum 
camphora) 

Madagascar $128 (10-50 kgs) 

Saro (Cinnamosma fragrans) Madagascar $ 84 (less than 10 kgs) 
Saro (Cinnamosma fragrans) Madagascar $ 79 (10-50 kgs) 
Saro (Cinnamosma fragrans) Madagascar $ 70 (100 kg and up) 
Tea Tree Australia $ 63 CFR (12 Drums) 
Helichrysum gymnocephallum Madagascar $ 85 (less than 10 kgs) 

Helichrysum gymnocephallum Madagascar $ 80 (10-50 kgs) 
Vetiver Indonesian $ 85-95 CFR (depending on quality) 
Vetiver Chinese  61 CIF (1 Drum) 
Vetiver, “Smokey” Indonesian 100 CFR (3 Drums) 
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Price Information 
EU Markets 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THESE ARE ONLY PRICE INDICATIONS. 
 
Price indications collected from the markets within the EU are given for a range of essential 
oils, below.  The oils are grouped for convenience only into Spice Oils, Seed Oils, Citrus Oils, 
Herb Oils and Perfumery Oils.  Prices are wholesale for quantities of 25kg or more unless 
otherwise stated. 
 
 
Spice Oils 
 

Product Origin/Grade Prices per KG 
Clove bud Indonesian €17-20/kg,  1-5 ton lots 
 Indian €35/kg  
Clove stem Indonesian €8-10/kg, 2-5 ton lots 
 India €18/kg 
Clove leaf Indonesian €5-6/kg, 2-5 ton lots 
 Indonesian €5/kg container cif 
 Madagascar €6/kg spot 
 India €15/kg 1 kg lots 
Cinnamon bark Sri Lankan 60/65% €155-230/kg 
Cinnamon leaf Sri Lankan light €10-12/kg 
Cassia bark China €15/kg forward 
Black pepper Sri Lankan €60-70/kg 
 Indian €80/kg 
Nutmeg Indonesian €48/kg spot 
 Indonesian €60-70/kg 1 kg lots 
 Sri Lanka €60/kg 
Ginger Chinese €20-25/kg ton lots 
 Indian €80/kg 
 Sri Lankan €130-140/kg 
 Indonesia (from fresh ginger) €90/kg 
Pimento leaf Jamaican €75-90/kg ton lots 
Pimento berry Jamaican €145-160/kg 
Cardamom Guatemala €165-220/kg 
 
 
Spice Seed Oils 
 

Product Origin/Grade Prices per KG 
Aniseed China €7-9 
Star Anise Chinese €6-8/kg 
Coriander seed Russian €50-60/kg 
Cumin seed Iran & Egypt €60-70/kg 
 
 
Citrus Oils 
 

Product Origin/Grade Prices per KG 
Orange (sweet) Brazilian pera €2-4/kg 
Orange (bitter) Italian €45-50/kg 
Bergamot oil Sicilian €40/kg 
Lemon Argentine, Spain €30-50/kg 
Lime (distilled) Mexican €20-25/kg 
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Herb Oils 
 

Product Origin/Grade Prices per KG 
Basil India €40-45/kg 1kg lots 
Lavender Bulgarian €50-70/kg 
 French €50-55/kg 
Lavendin French Grosso €20-25/kg 1kg lots 
Spike Lavender  €25-30/kg 
Mints Indian piperita €30-35/kg 
  €9/kg container 
 China piperita €9/kg container 
 Indian dementholised 

peppermint oil 
€7/kg 

 USA Peppermint €40-45/kg 1kg lots 
 Chinese Spearmint 60% €18-20/kg 
 Indian Spearmint, 58-60% L-

carvone 
€18-20/kg 

 Indian Arvensis, 72% menthol €9-10/kg 
Menthol Chinese €13/kg 
 Indian, bold crystals €11-12/kg 
Chamomile (German) Egypt €550-600/kg 
 Hungary €750/kg 1kg lots 
Chamomile (Roman)  €700-1,100/kg 1kg lots 
 
 
Perfumery Oils  
 

Product Origin/Grade Prices per KG 
Eucalyptus globulus & other 
high cineole types 

China €6-7/kg container lots 

 Australian €15/kg 
 Australian €30-35/kg 1kg lots 
Eucalyptus citriadora Brazilian €7-9/kg 
 China €16/kg 1kg lots 
Litsea cubeba China €17-18/kg 
 Australia €20/kg 1kg lots 
Ylang ylang Comores: Extra €155-180/kg 
 Comores: Troisième €70-80/kg 
Ylang (cananga) Indonesia €65/kg 
Patchouli Indonesia €50-70/kg 
Geranium China €80-90/kg drum 
 China, Egypt €100/kg 1 kg lots 
 Egypt €80/kg drum 
Rose Geranium Egypt €125/kg 1kg lots 
Sandalwood Indonesian €1,400/kg, min 50kgs, air 
Citronella Chinese €6-8/kg 
 Indonesian €6-8/kg 
 Sri Lanka (Ceylon type) €15-16/kg drum 
Lemongrass Indian €10-12/kg; €25-30/kg 1kg 

lots 
Palmarosa Indian €25-35/kg 
Vetiver Indonesian €70-75/kg; €90/kg 1kg lots 
Tea Tree Australia €37/kg; 40-45/kg 1kg lots 
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News & Updates 
 

Berje expands offers through Whole Herb Company 
acquisition 
 
Berje Inc. recently announced its 
acquisition of California-based, Whole 
Herb Company with the hopes of the 
partnership leading to continued 
competitive pricing. Berje Inc. possesses 
over 60 years of experience supplying the 
flavour, fragrance, pharmaceutical and 
allied industries. The addition of Whole 
Herb Company to the alliance will allow 
Berje Inc. to expand its product palette to 
offer botanicals, herbs, spices, extracts, 

essential oils, and vegetable and fruit 
powders.  
 
Kim Bleimann, CEO of Berje, is pleased 
with the future opportunities associated 
with this alliance. “This extraordinary new 
partnership will allow our customers 
access to unparalleled expertise and the 
best products available in the herbal and 
essential oil marketplaces,“ he said.  

 
 
Source: Lab Business Week (http://www.newsrx.com/index.php)  
  

Madagascar and Comoro Islands: key ylang-ylang 
producers  
 
Madagascar and Comoro Islands are chief 
growers of ylang-ylang trees and the 
flowers are used to produce essential oils 
used in perfumery. The essential oils are 
obtained through the distillation of freshly-
picked blossom to generate oils of 
different grades.   
 
In Madagascar, Ambanja and Nosy Be 
emerge as the principal production areas 
producing over 20 tonnes of essential oils 
through some 13 recognized distillers. 
Seventy percent of the production on Nosy 
Be is reportedly organic. In the Comoro 
Islands, the major producing area, 
Anjouan, yields about 45-50 tonnes 
through 200-250 distillers of which 150 are 
officially recognised.  

 
According to Jose-Luis Adrian, director of 
Ingredients BU at Charabot, “Today the 
market is organized in such a way that 
distillers work with collector-exporters who 
are themselves in contact with brokers or 
raw materials suppliers serving the 
perfume industry.” 
 
In recent decades, there has been a 
multiplication of small distilleries each 
adopting different distillation methods 
leading, on occasion, to lower quality 
essential oils given a lack of uniformity in 
distillation techniques. Incidentally, 
demand for 3rd grade ylang has remained 
elevated.  

 
Source: Parfums Cosmetiques Actualités (English) (http://www.pca-on-line.com/index.htm)  
 

Tea tree oil: possibly also an antiseptic?  
 
Recent findings suggest that tea tree oil 
may emerge as a complement, or even 
substitute for antibiotics, in certain 
circumstances.  Tea tree oil is an essential 

oil, which has been used for centuries to 
treat skin bacterial and fungal infections; it 
may also treat certain viruses.  
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Yet, while tea tree oil’s benefits have been 
demonstrated in clinical settings, results 
have not always been consistent in 
practical settings. It appears that, 
combined with antibiotics, the use of tea 
tree oil may have negative effect on 

antimicrobial activity. Conventional 
antibiotics proved most effective when 
used alone. However, there is growing 
interest in tea tree oil, which may prove an 
effective substitute when antibiotics fail to 
work.

 
 
Source: The Irish Times 
(http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/health/2009/0224/1224241701282.html) 
 

Peppermint essential oil may enhance antimicrobial 
packaging 
 
Recent research on improved packaging 
techniques could see greater utilization of 
peppermint essential oil to improve 
antimicrobial activity. Mustard oil, and its 
active compound, allyl isothiocyanate 
(AIT), has antimicrobial properties but its 
use has been restricted due to its high 
volatility and pungency.  
 
Research performed by Korean scientists 
at Yonsei University revealed that AIT 

could be included in food packaging 
materials. The packaging could be paper-
based and release a volatile agent onto 
the food. Adding peppermint essential oil 
to the coating layer, results showed, could 
greatly reduce the pungency of AIT and 
limit its restriction in food packaging. In 
addition, the resulting mixture was shown 
to have very significant anti-fungal 
properties. 

   
 
Source: Microbial Update International 
(http://www.entrepreneur.com/tradejournals/pub/0DGA.html)     
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Events Calendar 
 

 
 
 

Year Month Date Event Name Location 

 April 5-6 

Organic Products Europe 
(runs concurrently with Natural & Organic 
Products Europe) 
www.naturalproducts.co.uk   
 

London, UK 

6-10 
American Chemical Society – National 
Meeting & Exposition 
http://www.acspresscenter.org/ 

New Orleans, LA, 
USA 

13-14 

Natural Products Europe 
www.naturalproducts.co.uk/07/public/enter.as
px 
 

London, UK April 

22-24 Food Ingredients Central & Eastern Europe 
www.ni-events.com Warsaw, Poland 

April/ 
May 29-1 

BioFach India 
www.biofach-india.com 
 

Mumbai, India 

May 8-11 
Herbal Asia 
www.herbalasia.com.my 
 

Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia 

 27-29 Biofach China 
www.biofach-china.com Shanghai, China 

June 25-27 Natural and Organic Products Asia 
www.naturalproductsasia.com Hong Kong, China 

July 20-24 

Rutgers University International Training 
Program on Natural Products: 
From Sourcing and Bioprospecting, to 
Production and Quality Control of Botanicals, 
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants for Health, 
Nutrition and Industrial Applications. 
http://aesop.rutgers.edu/~newuseag   
 

New Brunswick, 
NJ (USA) 

October 7-9 BioFach Japan 
www.biofach-japan.com Tokyo, Japan 

20
09

 

December 7-9 
Middle East Natural and Organic Products 
Expo 
 

Dubai World Trade 
Center, UAE 

February 17-20 Biofach 2010 
www.biofach.de 

Nuremberg, 
Germany 

October 17-21 SIAL 2010 
www.sial.fr Paris, France 

20
10

 

November 16-18 
Natural Ingredients/Health Ingredients 
Europe 
www.hi-events.com  

Madrid, Spain 




